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ing characteristics of the girls at St. Cyr. Very charming
glimpses are given us into their schooldays. Perhaps
Mile. d'Aumale, a favourite of Madame de Maintenon, who
often took her as a companion, may be selected as an
example of the type of personality produced. " She is
most intelligent on all points 1" the foundress wrote of the
girl, " and she is gifted, both intellectually and artistically.
I have made her learn cooking, and now she is as successful
with a dish of rice as at playing the piano."1
A vivacious, many-sided young person, Mile. d'Aumale
reveals herself in the spontaneity of her letters. From the
country where she is staying with Madame, she writes to
her class-mistress : " Yes, Mother, I do play the piano,
but I am learning nothing new, because my Master is
dangerously ill. ... I have a great amount of music, but
not much heart for the work when I am alone. I not only
have geographical maps and the large globe, but also a big
atlas. As to jour map, I had the best intentions in the world
of bringing it back to you, but my many concerns made me
forget it, and I put it away in my cupboard. ..." (It is
refreshing to see that even this accomplished person could
behave as a schoolgirl of to-day!) Again, when planning
to stay with her benefactress, Mile. d'Aumale writes to her
playfully: ** As to domestic arrangements, Cholet could do
your cooking very well. If he does not know how to
manage the soup I will teach him/' And writing back to
St. Cyr : " I am getting accustomed to the fatigues of rural
life and trying to get strong. ... My life is not idle. I
seem to be all day long singing, working at my embroidery,
laughing and giving my time to the farmyard. . . . One
of our cows is ill ... and a duckling has been run
over. . . ."
1 Letfres et Entretiens, vol. ii, p. 119.